TAKING OF THE PRESIDIO ‘08 

Sponsored by
THE REFUGIO MILITIA
November 7-9, 2008
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 3rd Annual Taking of the Presidio!  This event is one that was designed with the participants in mind.  Most events that we attend each year are focused on teaching the public and although this is always very important, it rarely gives us an opportunity to teach ourselves.  At Taking of the Presidio, several scenarios will give participants the opportunity to learn more about the history of the event being re-enacted, as well as how to enjoy their time in the field.  The event will be located at the Presidio La Bahia in Goliad, TX.  Directions may be found by visiting www.presidiolabahia.org/.  This will be a pre-registration only event (not an invitation only), so be sure to fill out your packet and send it in as soon as possible.  Thanks for your interest in living history and hope to see you out there soon!

PURPOSE and GOALS

Our purpose is to re-enact the taking of the Presidio La Bahia from the Mexican garrison by the quickly organized militia force under Captain Collinsworth.  Participants new to re-enacting will have the opportunity to work on first person impressions that can be used in other events.  Seasoned veterans will have the opportunity to work with and share experiences of re-enacting with less seasoned participants.  Most of all, everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy their weekend and have a great time doing the hobby that we all cherish.

PARTICIPATION
Participation in the Taking of the Presidio ’08 is open to all interested individuals who portray any Texas militia unit or Mexican regulars.  One artillery piece will be needed by the Texians this year.  The first crew to contact the organizer will be selected as the piece to be used.  Also, an artillery piece may be needed in the presidio compound, although it may not be used during any skirmishes.  In this year’s event, lancers will be needed in several scenarios and are encouraged to attend.  Participants carrying weapons must be of 16 years or older and those younger than 18 must be accompanied by a parent.
Units, which attend together, will preserve their unit identity and personal command structure. They will however be subordinate to the organizer and his staff, including any and all officers selected to command the two sides during the weekend.  All participants must comply with the rules set out in this registration packet.  Anyone refusing to follow the structure or schedule of the event will be asked to leave immediately.    
At this year’s event, Jim Lauderdale is organizing and will oversee the event throughout the weekend.  He will be appointing subordinate event officers to help him with these tasks.  All participants will be subject to the organizer and subordinate officers and are expected to act in accordance with the event schedule and purpose at all times.  Thank you for you support! 
REGISTRATION FEE
All participants will be assessed a $10 Registration fee. This will cover the cost of one evening meal, fire wood, port-a-johns, hay (if practical) and postage connected to the event.  This fee is non-refundable. Registration fees and forms must be sent to the address listed below on the registration form.














              
The cut-off date for Registration is October 1, 2008. All money and forms must be in before this time in order for you to participate. Final event information will be mailed (snail or Email) by October 7, 2008. 

MEALS
A Saturday evening meal of chili will be the one meal that will be provided during the weekend.  In the spirit of keeping loyal to the events purpose, Taking of the Presidio ‘08 will be considered a campaign event and participants should come prepared to feed themselves accordingly.  The soldiers that took part in this campaign in 1835 would have been on the move and unable to have large supply wagons of food.  Therefore, it is recommended that each unit be responsible for obtaining and cooking their own meals during the weekend.   

QUARTERS 

The Mexican garrison will be quartered inside the presidio for the entirety of the event, aside from the Lancers stationed outside the south wall.  Soldados will be able to set up tents inside the walls in designated areas or sleep in the barracks, depending on your commanding officers wishes.  No soldados will be allowed to quarter outside of the presidio and staying on site is recommended, but is not a requirement to attend.  Texian militia quarters will be announced at the registration desk on site.  Texians are advised to bring tents of the period and set up appropriate camps.  Once again, staying on site is advised, but is not a requirement to attend.  No vehicles will be allowed in either camp after sunrise Saturday morning.  Thanks!! 

SAFETY INSPECTIONS 

All black powder firing weapons must be inspected before use. If they are found defective and cannot be repaired then they may not and will not be used.  Company commanders will perform the inspections, but may be subject to inspection by organizer.  Company Muster Roll and Inspection Forms will be due in the morning at officer’s call. 

Flintlock system long arms should have a hammerstall and flash guard where appropriate (military style weapons). Pistols need only a hammerstall. 

After firing all weapons should be cleaned prior to evening meals. Hot water and rags, as well as gun oil, will not be provided but would be recommended in cleaning your weapon. 

PHYSICAL IMPRESSIONS 

The setting of the event is Texas 1835.  Many of the militia units that were involved in the Texas Revolution were from the United States.  The Refugio Militia and other units were primarily Irish and had emigrated directly from Ireland.  First person impressions should reflect the person’s life, this includes dress.  Example: A blacksmith would be wearing a work shirt and possibly a mechanic’s cap, not a civilian frock coat and top hat, etc.  The Mexican garrison should reflect the impression of a regular army soldier during the fall campaign of 1835.    

If you are a beginner and want to try us out but don't have a large amount of cash a simple solution would be any woolen period trouser with a woolen or jean overshirt. These were very popular in the time period we are portraying.  Period shoes and headgear are required for the event. If you have questions please do not hesitate to ask! 
FAMILIES

Families are always encouraged to participate, but women and children will not participate in the scenarios that the men will be involved in during the weekend.  Women and children are encouraged to create their own scenarios and a site will be designated for civilians.    

WEATHER 

November in South Texas can be warm, cold, raining or a combination of all of these.  Last year was a beautiful weekend, but the year before that it rained the whole time.  The biggest thing is to be prepared for whatever Mother Nature can throw at us and realize that if it can rain, it will! 
QUESTIONS

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my self or any of the other contact men listed below.  (Jim Lauderdale (512)461-9597, Wade Marcum (956)421-3614, or Andrew Gray (830)832-2407)  
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  Taking of the Presidio‘08
November 7-9, 2008

Friday 7th: 

· Arrival 

· sign In

· camp set up 

· Officers’ call 9:00pm (company level officers meet with organizer)

Saturday 8th:

· 7am Morning tactical (no public, inspections must happen before taking the field) ***All vehicles out of camp***

· 8am breakfast and roll call

· 9am site opens/general cos arrives at la bahia/texians in camp – loading competition 

· 10am soldados garrison la bahia/texians in camp – signing compact of volunteers

· 12 noon Lunch

· 1pm skirmish at Victoria 

· 2pm medical impression

· 3pm texian games and couriers sent out/lancers scout surrounding area

· 5pm chili supper

· 7pm night assault/taking of presidio

· 9pm cantina la bahia

Sunday 9th:

· 8am police camps

· Break camp

· Have a safe trip home
TAKING OF THE PRESIDIO ‘08 
Registration Form 
(If entire units attend each participant must fill out an individual form) 
Name_______________________________________ Phone #______________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail_____________________________ 

Have you participated with us before? _____ 

Unit Affiliation________________________________________ 

Do you have any medical condition? _____ If so, please describe___________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact person and phone #________________________________ 

I portray: (Circle one) Infantry Artillery Dragoon Cook Laundress 
Other (Please describe) _____________________________________________ 

Quarters: (Circle one) Barracks or Tent   
I will arrive on site: (Circle one) Friday November 7 or Saturday, November 8 before 7am.
Please send this completed form and the release form, along with your $10 Registration fee to: 
Jim Lauderdale 

800 Marion Pugh 1507
College Station, TX  77840
All Registration forms and money must be received no later than October 1, 2008.   
Please make your check payable to: Refugio Militia c/o Jim Lauderdale.  
       RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AGREEMENT

I, _____________________ (Print Name), acknowledge that I have voluntarily applied to participate in the following activities at the presidio: “Taking of the Presidio Re-enactment.”

I AM AWARE THAT THESE ACTIVITIES ARE HAZARDOUS ACTIVITIES AND THAT I COULD BE SERIOUSLY INJURED OR EVEN KILLED. I AM VOLUNTARILY PARTICIPATING IN THESE ACTIVITIES WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THE DANGER INVOLVED, AND AGREE TO ASSUME ANY AND ALL RISKS OF BODILY INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE, WHETHER THOSE RISKS ARE KNOWN OR UNKNOWN.

I verify this statement by placing my initials here:________________

Parent or Guardian’s initials (if under 18):_____________________

As consideration for being permitted by the presidio, the State of Texas, the County of Goliad, and any lessor of the presidio premises, to participate in these activities and use the premises and facilities, I forever release the Presidio, the State, the County, the Lessor, any re-enactment affiliated organization, and their respective directors, officers, employees, volunteers, agents, contractors, and representatives (collectively “Releasees”) from any and all actions, claims, or demands that I, my assignees, heirs, distributees, guardians, next of kin, spouse and legal representatives now have, or may have in the future, for injury, death, or property damage, related to (i) my participation in these activities, (ii) the negligence or other acts, whether directly connected to these activities or not, and however caused, by any Releasee, or (iii) the condition of the premises where these activities occur, whether or not I am then participating in the activities. I also agree that I, my assignees, heirs, distributees, guardians, next of kin, spouse and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue, or attach the property of any releasee in connection with any of the matters covered by the foregoing release. All participants must drink responsibly if consuming alcohol.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN MYSELF AND THE FAIR, THE STATE, THE COUNTY, AND THE LESSOR, AND SIGN IT OF MY OWN FREE WILL.

If Signed by Parent or Guardian: I verify that the dangers of the activities and the significance of this Release and Waiver were explained to the Participant and that the Participant understood them.

Executed for Presidio La Bahia, Goliad, TX on, _________ 20__.

PARTICIPANT/RELEASEE              OR       
PARENT OR GUARDIAN

_____________________________                  
________________________________

Signature                                                                                                                     
Signature

Address:_______________________                 
Address:_________________________

              _______________________                               
  _________________________

IF YOU ARE UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, YOU AND YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST SIGN AND INITIAL THIS FORM WHERE INDICATED.
